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ROTARY STUDENTS OF THE MONTH:

DAYBREAK CLUB:
APRIL 2008 - KALA ATKIN, GR. 12, TIMBERLINE SECONDARY
Daybreak Rotary celebrated a truly international student during the month of April. Kala Atkin is a grade 12 Timberline Secondary student who 
goes about quietly doing things for others without much fanfare or thought of praise.  When selected as Rotary Student by the Timberline staff, in 
her unassuming way, she asked, “What for?  I haven’t done anything special.” Kala is an excellent student with a unique perspective of the world 
having spent two years in Central America. As she became bilingual, adopting the Spanish language, she learned that in many parts of the world 
poverty and lack of material comforts are a way of life for most. It is her perspective that has enabled her to set out to make a difference. During 
the past two years she has become a very active participant in the Timberline Global Issues Club and Youth 4 Diversity. In each instance she has 
assisted with fundraising and more importantly, has raised awareness of issues faced by people around the world. Environmental awareness, 
racism awareness, AIDS awareness have all drawn her energy and efforts. She worked with the 30 hour famine to raise funds for students of 
poverty in African countries. A participant in community theatre and a volunteer tutor for students facing academic difficulties, Kala brings a 
cheerful attitude and a willing heart to any task she takes on.  She has indicated that teaching may be in her future, a profession that would be a 
natural fit for her generous spirit and eagerness to contribute to her community. She is a thinker and a doer. Daybreak Rotary is proud to honour 
this remarkable citizen and scholar.   
MAY 2008 –ERICA BENSON, GR. 12, CARIHI SECONDARY
Erica Benson is a grade 12 student at Carihi who combines a remarkable set of talents and a focus that enables her to achieve on many levels. She is 
a star on the senior girls’ soccer team that qualified for the Island Championships. As a devoted member of the Metro soccer team she spends many 
hours on the road in order to train in Nanaimo. Erica is an impressive student. As a member of the scholarship club she has earned a prestigious 
20 000 Scholarship to attend Quest University in September. Erica has the voice of an angel. She loves to sing and to write music. Modest about her 
talent, she shares a musical gift that honours the memory of her mother, Francis Keen, a long time musical director of Island Voices who lost her 
courageous battle with cancer in July of 2006. Erica’s leadership has been demonstrated in many ways as a member of the Graduation Executive 
and a member of the Peer Support Class.  Erica has been a key member of the school’s grief and loss group facilitated by a counsellor.  Last year 
she organized a special Carihi mother/daughter cancer awareness breakfast.  In the words of her school counsellor, Jane Kolmatycki, “Erica is 
a naturally compassionate young woman who believes in caring for others and celebrating diversity.  Her kind heart, gentle spirit, and genuine 
empathy are her greatest attributes.  When she smiles at you, it is sincere, and when you are in her space you are not judged.  She is a gift.”  Erica 
shares a special bond with her sister, Holly.  It was wonderful to see Holly in attendance when Erica Benson was acknowledged as the Daybreak 
Rotary Student of the Month.
JUNE 2008 –STEPHANIE TRENHOLM, GR. 12, TIMBERLINE SECONDARY
Each June, Daybreak Rotary honours a student who represents a larger group of students from throughout the entire School District. This year 
in recognition of our recent School District 72 Aboriginal graduation ceremony, the club paid tribute to a student who exemplifies excellence in 
every respect. Described by Aboriginal support worker Freda McLean as “absolutely amazing”, Stephanie Trenholm is a citizen, an athlete, and 
a scholar who brings honour to her family, school, and community. Stephanie, a grade 12 student at Timberline secondary is about to embark 
upon a full ride scholarship at the University of Alaska. A straight ‘A’ student, she has always used her academic gifts wisely. Stephanie has been 
winning races since she was 8 years old. As a member of the Comets Track Club coached by her dutiful and proud father, Dale, she has a long string 
of accomplishments. In 2004 Stephanie was the B.C. Champion in the 800 m and 1500 meters and was named Top Female Junior Development 
Distance Runner.  She was a medalist at the Royal Canadian Legion Championships and a silver medalist at the B.C. High School Championships. 
Stephanie signed a national letter of intent with the University of Alaska to pursue a Bachelor of Science and ultimately become a P.E. teacher. This 
summer she competed at the National Junior Championships. A proud member of the Homalco band, a member of a very close and caring family 
Stephanie has a remarkable future ahead. Daybreak Rotary is honoured to acknowledge Stephanie Trenholm as the June Student of the Month. She 
brings so much pride to her family, friends and community.  
 
NOON CLUB:
JUNE 2008 - JULIA SAVERY, GR. 6, OCEAN GROVE ELEMENTARY
Last spring the Noon club, for the first time in its 60 year history of recognizing student excellence reached to the ranks of the 
elementary schools and was rewarded with the grace of Julia and her parents, Debbie and Richard, attending our luncheon. 
Rotarians heard about the straight “A” report cards, giving 110 %, a leader in the Leadership class, mentally and physically tough 
yet a very caring, helpful to other individuals. She was described by her Principal, Vince Hewgill, as a fine student who assists 
staff and colleagues around the school and the greater community. To quote her teacher, Linda Dwyer, “Julia sets a true example 
for others in the way she treats everyone she meets. Our world is a better place for having such a fine young woman in it. She is 
truly deserving of recognition.”
SEPTEMBER 2008 - MEGHAN SMITH, GR. 12, TIMBERLINE SECONDARY
Meghan is an “involved” straight “A” Honor Roll student recognized at Timberline’s last awards ceremony for achievements in 
academics, global awareness and citizenship. Her teacher described Meghan as an “all around student” who is “kind, caring, 
active, involved, energetic, intelligent, and wise beyond her years; an excellent choice. One of the selection criteria Rotary 
lists is “furthering of international peace and understanding.” Meghan is active in the Timberline Global Issues Club and spent 
countless hours working for “Wolves in Africa” to support sick children. She was instrumental in organizing the Timberline 30 
Hour Famine event which raised over $12,000 for impoverished communities. Meghan is in her third year as an Interact student. 
Student Leadership is also a forte. It may be a food drive, welcoming committee or pep rally; Meghan gets the job done and 
always wears a smile. She’s a credit to many. 
 
ROTARY YOUTH EXCHANGE STUDENTS:

NOON CLUB:
INCOMING - VOJTECH {VOJTA} CERNY hails from Pisek, Czech Republic. Pisek is a City of 30,000 with a local 
history that goes back to medieval times. Vojta is attending Carihi, is just turning 17 and already has a good 
working knowledge of English. His interests include juggling, playing guitar, dancing and classical fencing. Local 
activities include rock wall climbing, paintball, meeting people, school and patiently waiting for the opening 
of slider sports at Mt. Washington. OUTGOING - HANNAH KEIVER, a Timberline student is spending a year at 
Varazdin, Croatia. Hannah was able to take in the Baroque Evenings Festival in Stari Grad Castle in Varazdin in 
late September and will soon be off to explore Vienna with her host family. Hannah selected her destination and 
is happily looking forward to live and learn a new culture and society and to bring this information back and 
share it with others. As our ambassador she will be sharing our values and culture with her hosts and friends 
there. Hannah is into sports, including skiing but no word on whether a hill is nearby
 
DAYBREAK CLUB STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS: 

The Campbell River Daybreak Rotary Club is pleased to announce that we have again given out 6 Scholarships to graduates of SD72 this year.  
These scholarships are to acknowledge students for achievement and “service above self”.  Each student was awarded $1000.00, Kristen Climie, 
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Julie Harris, Brittany Stewart, all from the Christian School, Krysta Wark (Carihi – missing from the 
picture), Monica Culo (Timberline) and Jess Shead (Timberline).  Jess Shead was awarded the Gerry Gillis 
Interact Award.
 
NEW ROTARY YEAR - JULY 1, 2008…NOON CLUB PRESIDENT BRIAN SHAW’S NOTES: 
It’s Rotary’s 63rd year in Campbell River and we’re all pumped to build on what’s been accomplished. 
Whether its working on bridges and pathways or giving to other non profit organizations in the area 
our vision is to be the Club everyone can come to and depend upon. The directorship has a longer term 
vision of Rotary. It’s not our year, but rather another in succession of a great many. We can’t always say 
we’ll finish a project every year but we can assure you that the Rotary Club is working alongside with 
community leaders and groups to have a visible impact. The Campbell River Rotary Foundation is just one 
of those initiatives. For years we’ve been putting money into a perpetual fund whose proceeds go entirely 
to assist Campbell River students to continue their education. Every year we hand out six $1,000 bursaries and this year we hope to make it seven. 
Even though all the interest is paid out, tax deductible contributions build the Foundation to ever increasing amounts. You can check our website to 
consider applying for a bursary or if you’d like to contribute to this worthy cause: www.campbellriverrotary.org 
We have several fund raisers during the year but the most visible is the annual Rotary Auction; this year being held on November 28th and 29th. 
Over the years we have raised over $1.2 million for the community. Our target this year is $100,000. You can help through contributions or simply 
calling in to bid. As a new feature all the items will be made available for viewing through our Auction Website 2 weeks before the event. All proceeds 
will again go to local projects. The Campbell River Rotary Club is growing alongside our great City. If you would like to be a part of our organization 
get in touch with one of our many members or visit the website above to get in contact.
 
DAYBREAK CLUB - RECENT NEW MEMBERS: 
Brian Dybwad, Wayne Hartley, Rhonda Harper, Cathy Voth, Jim Voth, Leah Tremain and Terri Jacques.
 
ROTARY PROJECTS UPDATE:
 
DAYBREAK CLUB 20TH ANNUAL DUCK RACE 
Another successful Duck Race for the Daybreak Rotary club!  We sold all 6000 tickets for 
the second year in a row.  The total amount raised is over $45,000.00. Money raised from 
this year’s Duck Race supports the Campbell River Food Bank Society, the Salvation Army, 
and active-living senior’s projects as well as other ventures within the city.  It is always our 
pleasure to pick projects that are a benefit to our community. 
DAYBREAK CLUB 2ND ANNUAL DUCK DANCE 
Another successful Duck Dance.  Many danced the night away with two great bands, Reunion 
and Spider Factory.  It was a great event and a good way to kick off our Duck Race weekend.
OKTOBERFEST 
The numbers were down a little but a great time was had by all. Bavarian beer, sauerkraut, 
sausage, polka, bar maids, music – does it get any better? It will be continued; the 
event posted a small profit even with numerous competing events around town and the 
exceptionally fine weather we enjoyed throughout September. Fred von Schellwitz says it was 
fantastic, again; just like the real thing in Germany. See you next year!
STRATHCONA PARK WILDERNESS CENTRE
Located at the new trailhead into Paradise Meadows, near Mt. Washington Ski Resort is a 
spanking new visitor’s shack that will be staffed by volunteers from the Strathcona Wilderness Institute over the hiking months. These volunteers 
are there to help the public whether with information, advice, training, safety instruction or just plain help from experienced outdoors people. Many 
groups have contributed; including area Rotary clubs each donating $2,000. The Noon Club served as the project proponent on the trailhead and the 
wilderness centre projects for the past 5 years. 
NOON CLUB SEAWALK COMPLETION PROJECT 
This is the latest phase of the Rotary Seawalk and includes replacement of the 50th Parallel marker, a remake of the Seawalk Centre in Ken Forde Park 
and placement of up to 15 Information Posts along the Seawalk. The latter is now approaching construction with the City works crews about to effect 
the necessary concrete pad placements. The information will be varied, topical and useful stuff to know. Rotary partnered with Coast Sustainability 
Trust and the City of Campbell River to complete this economic development initiative. The “posts” will be accessible off the Seawalk plus locations 
have been chosen with attention to proximity to nearby parking sites.
NOON CLUB ROTARY PROGRAM OF THE MONTH -  ROTARY GROUP STUDY EXCHANGE: SOUTH AFRICA, 1975, DAWID VERMEULEN, Pr. Eng
The first exchange team to be hosted by this club was a group of 5 South African professionals and a Rotary leader. The year was 1975; apartheid 
was the order of the day, Nelson Mandela was spending some of the 28 years of incarceration then. South Africa is about the farthest one can get 
away from Campbell River. Dawid did not realize he was setting out on a life changing experience, that his view of the world would be forever 
changed. The team spent some familiarizing time in Rio, stopped briefly in New York, hit Seattle and then spent a whirlwind 60 days visiting Rotary 
clubs, communities and industries throughout the northwest. The grueling schedule was up at 6:00 am, visit a hospital, address a Rotary luncheon, 
tour a mill, take in a Rotary dinner, mix/socialize ‘til midnight and then do it all over again the next day. When they reached Campbell River they had 
the good fortune to run into Rotarian Mac McDougall who prescribed some salmon fishing. Dawid and Mac began an enduring friendship. Mac says 
their traveling days are over. What does a person do when you wish to see an old friend? Simple! You send them an invitation and return tickets. Mac 
did!
Dawid commented on the many exciting, positive changes in this region since he was last here 33 years ago, in particular the impact of the good 
work of Rotary projects in Campbell River. He spoke of the unexpected successful political transformation in South Africa and the harmonious 
relations between races in South Africa. Dawid attributed that to the leadership of one of the world’s most brilliant people, Nelson Mandela who is 
now 90 years young. Africa has its problems. There is the terrible toll being taken by HIV Aids, a staggering loss of life. The rich seem to be getting 
more so; the poor are falling further behind. Climate change affects them too. One of the biggest problems is the “brain drain”. Dawid is a civil 
engineer, class of 1975. In those days 22 persons out of a population of 100,000 were qualified civil engineers. Today the number is 2.5 of 100,000. 
The “brains” migrated to Australia, United States, Canada and the Middle East countries. Many South African’s in the medical field have taken up 
residence here. There are few mentors left so they mounted a “gray heads’ drive and managed to enlist 160 retired professionals to be available for 
mentoring new graduates in their specialty. Practical experience under the guiding, watchful hand of a seasoned veteran is invaluable. 
The future of South Africa is, in Dawid’s opinion, at a precipice today. The tremendous strides made since apartheid was turfed out are all at risk. He 
was speaking specifically of the frequency of violent crimes and the threat to national growth presented by their energy problems. Electricity supply 
falls far short of demand such that whole cities are regularly shut off the grid for rotating two hour intervals; everything electrical stops a scheduled 
twice or more weekly. Massive resources are needed to control lawlessness and build energy infrastructure now. These two items, crime and energy, 
must be quickly resolved. It will take teamwork and political will. Failure will be devastating to South Africa and its people.    
Dawid piqued our interest in Africa by saying we collectively know little about his part of the world. Africa is the second largest continent and home 
to some 56 independent countries where 1,000 languages are spoken. It has the longest river, largest desert and 750 million people all of whom have 
a story to tell. Dawid certainly does! Rotary salutes friendships around the world, the best venue for creating goodwill, understanding and peace 
amongst the peoples of our world.  
 
ROTARY BITS & PIECES:
The Campbell River Daybreak Rotary Club participated in a ‘Beach Clean Up October 3rd’ and eliminated 500 kg off of our beaches. 
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