April 2008

President’s Report  

Seems like I just finished the March report and here I am again trying to sum up our activities for April. We started out this month with helping out at the Ripple Rock re-enactment. The pancake breakfast was a great success but the event planners were a bit shy on their estimates of people attending. After resupplying our crew at least 4 times the event finally went off and we collected over 700.00 in donations for Polio Plus. Our speakers were excellent this month and thanks to your suggestions we now have programs all the way to mid July. It was great to see through Pieter Coleman’s experiences the value of our donations to the school in Zapota. Nevenka and her coworkers gave us an excellent presentation on the AVID program and Laird arranged for the Planning Consultants to speak to us about their goal of evaluating and suggesting changes to our City’s recreational infrastructure. Another highlight of our meetings this month was the Rotary Moment. This component of our mornings has taken on a whole new level of recognition and acceptance for our club. The presenters whether short or long winded have spoken from their heart and this always strikes a cord with people. These short testimonials reaffirm why we are Rotarians.

Mid month our club took a step into the future and with the assistance of Layne Marshall made the first steps to laying out the road for our club for the next few years. We began by identifying the best things about Rotary for us right now and then moved on to identify what would be some of the top priorities for our future. There were some very creative reporting techniques from Brother Fisher “amening” his team to greater heights to a radio interview show. The muffins were excellent, lunch was great and we all learned a bit about why we are here and where we would like to be down the road. Our next business meeting will be focused on this planning session and will provide those of you who did not have a chance to attend to still contribute. Kim Sleno will attend our business meeting on the 6th of May to give us some information on the District Conference as well.

Information regarding the GSE team visit has been coming in very quickly this month as our District and local teams gear up for the visit. Lars and his committee have done an excellent job putting a schedule together. Thanks to the families who have volunteered to be hosts. Some details still have to be worked out in the next week or so.

Ron Fisher reports that our new student will be from Rumania. She will require host parents of which so far we have 1 maybe 2 sets. We need 4 so please, go home, speak with your partner and volunteer for one of the best experiences of your life and one that will continue to bring you happiness throughout your life. Personally, this summer Marsha and I will be visiting many of our exchange students in Europe. We not only see them but of course visit their parents who we have mostly met before but not all. Still they want to meet us and show us their gratitude for parenting their child during their exchange to Canada. It’s a great program and one of the reasons I am still a Rotarian. Please contact Ron Fisher when you have made your decision. Our student of the month was another example of just how special our young people can be. I wrote a letter inviting Ilya’s cousin to visit him in Canada. She will be visiting sometime later this year and will attend one of our meetings I am sure.

I will not be attending the Polio Plus Trivia night as I will be recuperating from minor surgery. Good Luck for that evening, I know Les, Taunya, Janice and the whole crew have a great evening planned.

Glen Clarke has issued a request for volunteers to fill jobs associated with the 2008 Duck Race. Don’t wait to fill the spots. Get in there early and let’s make this another sell out year.

That’s it for this month,

Yours In Rotary

Barry Peters
